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;/%;QAD TO NIUBVZH: THE ADVENTURES AND EXCAVATIONS OF SIR AUSTEN HENRY LAYARD,
By Nora Benjamin Kubis. 32hpp. (Doubladay & Company; $5.95).

ULYSSES FOUND. By Ernle Bradford. 238pp. (Harcourt, Braca,& World; %h.?ﬁ)'/zﬁj;y

Efforts by historians to discover and reconstruct the past do not
always conslst of solitary musings over dusty tomes in an lvory towsr.
They are somstimss adventurous and dangerous, similar to ths actlions
of an explorar or a detective, sseking to find and evaluate scattared
ard exciting evidence 1In remote places., Thes® two books ars concernaed
with such efforta; ons in the decaying Ottoman Empirs mors than a
century ago, and the other on ths waters of ths Meditsrransan Saa 1n
recant ysarse.

The content of the Layard volidms 1s described in 1ts éub-titla:
"Adventures and Excavations'-~followad through chapter headings such
as "Ths Lawless Mountaina", "Castls of thas Robber Baron", or "Buriled
Treasurs”, It glve a vivid picture of ths political chaocs and corruption
of westsrn Asia in 1839-1851, when ¥he young Layard explored ths arsa
and found the ruins of Ninevehy and ths objscts which still form the
cors of the British Museum's Assyrian collection. The writing is
vivid and pressnts a falr asssessment of Layard!s work and advanbtures,
Those wno want a more complete asaount of Layard the man and of his
amazing subssquent caresr as Membsr of Parliamesnt, Under-Sscrstary for
Porsign Affalirs, and Ambassador {o Madrlid and to Constantinople may go
on to Gordon Waterfleld!s Blography, "Layard of Ninevah", bassad on a
through study of Layard's papers, which was published in London last
Saptamber. But this book of Nora Kublet!s provides an excellent intro-
duction to a most extraordlnary man.

Ernle Bradford i1s also an extraordinary man, although his book is



nmors concarnad with Ulyssas than with himself. But ths suthor shines
through. H13s 8sarch [or Ulyssss kept him salling the Msditsransan
for seven yaéra, testing winds, water conditions, and landfalls against
tha scattered and incidental references in Homer's eplic. No batter
man for thes task could have been found, for Bradford 1s a shrewd

judge of men, of places, of ssamanship, and of documentary evidence.
Wnen hils work was doneyns had found Ulfsses as a vivid and concrete
Ipersonality and had esHablished his courss and adventures in a
éonvincing WaY s To complasta the task, ha has told the story 1n a boolk
winich is delightful in conception, style, and pressntation, including
the dellcate little line sketches heading each chapter. As an old-time

lover of Homer and of oceanic small=boat sailing,l enjoyed evary word,

Carroll Quiglsy



