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POUR THCUSAND ‘*"'51 2435 AGO

:s0ffrey Bibby {(Knoof, $6.95)
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Cnildrsn today bear the namss of their fathers rathsr than
thalr mothers, learn to wrlte by the alphabet, ralse thelir eyes
to a delity In tha sky rathner than lower them to one in ths esarth,
and sss headston 63 placed on the graves of the dead; all of these
customs go back to events in Europsa during the thousand year reriod
from 2000 B.Cse to 1020 B.Cse The svents of that'mil?%tium, on a
world~wide basis, have been arranged and interlinked in terms of
fourtssn successive generations {(each of seventy years) by Gsoffrey

Bibby in his new book, Four Thousand Years Ago.

Bibby, British-born Dirsctor of tha Prehistoric Huseum of
Aﬁrhus? Demmark, is wellegualified for writing this book and goes
at his btask with verve and imagination (some scholars mignt say,
too much imagination). Wellsknown to the ganeral readsr for his
Testimony of the Spade (1956), which tried to reconstruct ths pre-

history of northern Europs, Bibby won his archasological rsputation

in excavatlion of the nsewly-discovered prehistorlie civilization on

Bahraln Island in the Persian Gulf.

Eﬁqr_zgouagnd Years Ago skillfully reconstructs the relation-

ships among events whilch, to most of us, drift in a fog of uncer-

tainty. Abraham, the migrations of the Indo-Europeans, ths building



of Stonshengs, Tutankhamon, the.invantian of the alphavet, ths
Hykaos, the Trojan war, Moses and the fall of Jerlcho, Hammurabl
the Law-giver----names such as thess which we all recognize mors
or less vaguely are hers placed together, each in its own gsnsr-
atlion, with the lines of influsnce which link then togéther, caro-
fully drawn.' The whole story iskept on a vividly concrsis basis
by fraéﬁent refepance to the activitiss of ordinary individuals of
thé genaratiqn iﬁ.quastion.

Sueh a &et&iied narrative could not bs mads wlithout interprs-—
ting aﬁents’bgyéhd the exlsting ewvidencs, since tns lattaf?a always
incomplate. Bihby nas not hesitated to do this, but I find no sig-
niflcant errors in nis tale, and in almost every case I agrse with
nis interpretatién sven wnsn 1t goaé far bsyond ths evidencs, Ths
only éxceptian lies in Bibby!as story (chapter 13) of a voyage by
Scandinavian sallors to Crete and Egypt in the generation 1510
1IhhO B,Ce HMost historians would f£ind it sasler to 1ﬁagina a voyags
of Cretans to the North. |

The one fundamental ob jesction which could be made of this book
is in régard to 1ta arbitrary chronology. By this I do hot mean
the division of the millennium into seventy-year gensrations; this
1s a useful déﬁice for organizatlional purposes and for chaptar

| divisions. It 1is the millennium itsell, 2070-1000 B.C., which lacks



e

- historical unity., The essential thems of Tha book is The process

| Dy walen ths Indo=Europsan psoples poursd out of the Pontic steppas

‘end the Semlitic psoples pushsed oub of Arabias to conguer and sven

desatroy the city~-civilizations {(lMesopotamla, Egypt, %ha Indus Valley,

"the Hittite, and the Cretan) and ﬁo almost complstely oblitsrats

tha ancilent Highland Zone peoplea (Sumsrlans, Zlamites, Hurrians,

etc. ), wWhoses sole linguistic 3urvivors.to&ay are the Basaques and

some small Caucaslc groups. Thess grsesabt movements of warliks pastoral,

gragss-=land peoplﬁs.wara causad by the sudden onsst of a drier climate

known to prehisﬁorians as the "Sub-Boreal.” This drier climate,

falling in:the ﬁafioé.ZSOO-IOOO, is the resal chronological division

wnich dominated the eventa of Bibby's booke By failing to mention

it and by taking as his unlt the historically maaningiass period

- 2039-1000 BsCoe, Bibby has misssed the undsrlying causs and unifying

slement in the many concrets eplisodss ha so vividly dsacribes.
Fqﬁfﬁ?hqyaand Yosars Ago i3 a bsautifully made book embellished

wlth thirty-two pl%%s, six maps, and forty~-five line drawings.

Carroll Quigley



