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LIVING IN A REVOLUTION: MY ENCOUNTERS WITH HISTORY, Ey Hans
Koan (Credo Ssrisg, edited by Ruth Nanda Anshen. Pockebt Books.
185 pp. $3.%5)

When Socrsatas asked the aged Cephalus what old ags has to
rglate of life to the coming gensration, he did not get . a very
frultful answer. He should have asksd Hans Kohn. For Professor
Kohn has much of value to report. It is doubtful if any life-
time 1n human history has covered a mors eventful period than
Professor Kohn'!s allotted three-scoree-and-ten, from 1891 to
1961, And few men living in thoss years have besn more awarse

of wnat was going on than the author of this 1little book. Moree

tha author i

e eeoes 13 that rare tanlng, a trus GOSmOP?litﬁns
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aa mucn at homs, apparsntly, during his year in Irkutak,éaa

g&s ~iftesn months In Parias, four years in London, six 1in
Jerusalsm, or flftesn iIn Northampton, Magsachusetts. H1is youth

In Prague was spent under that diverse and anachronistic political
stguctura, the Hapsburg mon%%hy,#which.waﬁ destroyed as an

anachronism in 1918, but which now, with the turning of the

tide of Europstls political dsvslopment, has many lessons for the

fubture of an integrated Eurcpe. Few men are better qualified lan
rofessor Kohn to teach Thoss lessons. In his twentles,hs was

a soldler of the Central Powsrs in World War I, was a prlilsoner

of war In Russla during the five crueclal 35&?3 1915-192ﬂj:;§§

a student and journalist over much of Europe and the Near East

untlil hes came to America in 1933, Today, after twenty-seven

yoars of teaching at Samith Collega.and the City College of New

York, he 1s recognized as the historical professionts outstanding

guthority on nationalism and one of its most facils and prolifiec

vwriterse.
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From ¢~ufassor lohn's expariencaes, »:lated by a lsarnsd and
thougnful mind, a numbsr of interesting conclusions emerzs. (ns
1; that the sxpsrilence of nationalism in much of Europs wWas vary
briaf. In the 189903, Prague was s3till largsly unbtouched by 1t, and
today in Prague'it has agaln becomse a sscondary concern, wnile iIn
the twenty years 1918;1938, it was the chief moéivation of politie
cal action in all of Bohesmia. Today Americans still insist on a
| fully intagrated, largsly conformist, nationalist society, and 1t
1s somethning of a shock to us to read of the cultural and Intellscte
ual ?itality wnlch Prague, with 1ts segregated lingulstic grouos,
had 1n tha 18503, The Czechs, Gsrmans, Jews, and others had ssparate
theatreas, literatures, and, to soms extent, separate education,
but'thay lived with a minimum of personal frictlon and found
gequalntancs with each othéf‘s culturess, especlially music and
l1itsrature, mutually snriching. Surely this is a model for ths
pdlitical and cnltural futurs of western Europe's DZconomic Communitye
Almost equally striking is the Intellisctual and cultural forvor
of ¥ young Hans and his friends. In an un-affiuent soclsty,
whers drugzery was endemic and automation undreamsd of, thsy had
the time and energy to sampls all kinds of diverse expariences and
to »ullid the best aspects of these, by discussion and testing, Into
thelr own ontlooks and values, How colorless in comparison is our
contamporary studentst "ssareh for identity" in maberialism and
sensualiity.
-~ T Professor Koon's conclusions are not those of ocur recent past,
but are thoss of ag%hbldar tradition, clossr to our traditional
Western culturs. Hs sses diversity, pluralism, mutual respect,
conpromlses, and continual change as tha fundamantal facts of

hunan or soclal experiencs, and sses ths sloguns of ths recent



past, such as "One World, or Non=sil", or ths emphasis on conformity,
intégration, togethernsss, and balonging, as misleadinzg and even
‘dangerous. In view of ths rich sxpsrience of his own llife and

the longer rangs view of his historical knowlsdge, his condiﬁsions
make ssnss,-- in terms of what is possible or desirable and in

torms of the older traditlons of our own wastern culture.

Carroll Quigley



