- ™ omm i g S P -""H A = 3 I I L, 5 SN T S —_—
bacy &) L\;L i Ft \3‘-(’: P ..*E ThL @ ﬁ’-'?i Obﬂa O bﬂ? uf}"}e_l"' JG-LtE:_.__-_«LE-B - ij_f.lbillxlé

"’ - b B 3 e s .1_"- -.-1_ -‘-*‘ - 4—:: ’_ "‘ - - --= — -
Devslopment of a Sudanese re00la. Pp, 1x,230. ocanford university
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Prom thelir begimmings, African studies have been 4divided into

studies of'nati?a'cultu =8 by anthroonclogists and tas wori of

g

nolltical 5c?eﬁtisus ‘and corvenn*onal histerians concerasd with
-Eurogaan.éi?ldra ion axd =& aministration. But- the ceniral fact of
Africa*s‘S%Qrg'is'the'impact'af Europe on African culturses; Mau

s

=30 oacurr&d*bacause muropean regulations and actions iznored the

utruc*u*ﬂ and va7'ﬂ“ of native sociaty, especlally Likuyu iand Tenurs..
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The similar, 12 less dramatic, esvents which maks up so mucn of

|

African higfory can be deeﬂstuo& ounly when we have many bocks on

bota 31&33 of tae Alro=muropean contac t.
?rofesaof Skinner has nroducad such a book. 1L consiats of 8
napters on tradltlicnal Yossi sceisty and 3 cnapters on Ths Burosnean
iﬁtrusisn. it shows clesarly now Africane-furopnean centacts wWers

1licy of eithsr side to zZrasp the ca
. each
meanings, and values within waichﬁsaﬂght to live. As 2 result, aay

distorted by the inabd

avent haé quite different significance %o sach, Furopeans rszard =

i

cattle as a contest of applied forece, in whicn courans, tenacity,
dlsclipline, and sinilar virtues determine ths outcome; to' A

the same battle:may be settled by the wish or power of some spirit:

a couple of casualties willl revesl that spiritls wisnh and ths
afflicted sids may break and rune To the Luropean this reflscts
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lacik of courazs; to the Afric
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Tae spirits powere. To Europeans poliitical power 18 a2 synthesis ¢
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force, re wa%*s, and l1deocloglcal apneal; to ta 0581, likes wmost
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Africans, political power is 3 coroinatlion of relilzious Tacters,
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different outlook, no vary meaninzful dialogus can tage placse betws
Eu opeans and Africans on this sudbjscte.
?rofessor Skinner!s materizls show similar contrasts for the most

baslc Features of ¥ossi 1lif Land ownsrsinip, an- important foctor
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n suropean soc*al Dower, was nevsr regarded as sucihh by Tthe Mossl

a

and was left to the enslaved aboriglnes. on the other nand,

reclprocal intsrchanze of women,as I they wsre privats propsry,
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was the chief cohesive force in Yossl society, which began %o
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integrate when the Frsnch, gquite unaware of ths uatieq, exts

ot
per
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egual rights to womene.  The latter respondel by refusing tTo te nand

about, and th9 soclsety bezgan to fall apart without anyone Xnowing
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WnT¥e In a simlilar fashion, Christiamity, by curtailing the rites
associated with ancestor worship, tmnqen to cancel EEFKENTHREEX

osslble for the “ps=zsi rulars

rd;

significant forces which mads it

to direct the movements of their gociety. Infirmation of tnls
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zind, although concerned with a single tribe, has considerable
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imoortance for the study of Afria and its problems as a whole.
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