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East and West, by C. Northcote Parkinson (Houghton, Mifflin,

1653, $5.00), a history of the contact of Lurops and asia
since the fall of Troy, is the author's thlrtesnth book.

Carroll Quigley, author of The Evolution of Civillzations,

teaches history at Georgetown University.

C. Northcofte Parkinson, one=time Professor at the University
6f Halafa (but now removed from academic halls tolthe mors ro-
munerative work of an econcmic consultant n London); has pro=-
duced mors than a dozen books over the last 29 years. NMost of

these sank with scarcely a rippleyuntil, in 1957, his Parkinsont's

]

Law roused widesprsad enthusiasm. Its attack on bureaucracy and

Big Government was kept afloat in a ssa of Jjokses whiehn helpred %o

concaal the fact that the ;ﬁthor‘s basic outlook was conthmgorary
th Herbert Spencer (1820-1903)., Three years later, Parkinson

shifted nis attentlion from politics to economics,.and, in Ths

Law and the Profits, attacked thne basic principle of twentieth

century taxatlion from a Spencerian {or Jchn Birchite) point of
view. He deplored the graduated incoms tax and any tax of over
25 per ecent. Tohis book, with fewer and poorer Jokas,lre raaled
t8 authoris old=rashioned outloock to anyons who rsad with Eoth
6Yyo3.
Now Mr. Parkiﬁson has shifted his field once ageln, this

time to history. Lacking hls earlier camouflage of Jokes,



except In lsolated spots, East and Yesh shows that Parkinsont's

alstorical trainingy 1s as dated as hls politics and economics,
almost pure Oxbrlidge, vintage 18680. And unfortunately, not ons

of the better samples of that year. Except for its length, this
work might pass for an unzergraduate tutorial essay worthy of a
"oentlemants C" or of a Third Class in the Final Schools examination.

The characteristics of a mediocrs book are not very nmuck

aifferent from those of a mersly "passing” undergraduate essay and |
are fully evident in this volume: (1) undsrlying confusion of
thought, end thus of organization; (2) inadequate knowledzs of
the evidence; {(3) limited reading of up-to-date authorities; and

(L) masses of factual information withoub strict control of its
relevancye.

For Parkinson, as for his Victorlan contemporaries, ths

mesting of East and West begins with the Iliad (on page 1) and

advances chronologically, based on the writings of Herodotus,
Kenophon, Plutarch, and the lesser historians of the wars againsb
Carthage and the achievemernts of the Caesars, with much borrowing
from that up to date writer,Edward Gibbon. More than hall the
REXTHAXTESHX volums 1s concernad with the period from ths fall of
Troy to the fall of Constantinople, and much of the rest is a
prosalc account of the expansion of ZEurope to Asia (espscially
southern Asia) since the fifteenth century. The psricd befors
1030 B.C., the immrense impact of archasological discoverles since
1880, the newsr literary evidence obtained from the twentieth

centuryts deciphering of papyrus and archaeological Inscriptions



ers ignored. As a vesult, Parklason bellievesa (galley 15} thatb
the "Tirst wave of orlaﬁta1 influence to reach Lurope came from
- Porsias....Boroaster oncut 532 B.C./." Such a statement wipes
aslds 2lmost the whole of Europsan, including ﬂfeak, culture as
non-existont even when, like the alghabat,'itgwas called by an
Asiggﬁic name. Pérkinson has a whole chapter on Alexandsr the
B8rsat, but lgnores all recent work on the subjsct going back to
Wo Wo Tarn {1938). His sxtensive attention to military exploilts
may seem to reflect the prssent (1963) concernwith military
nistory, but Parkinson's approach is blographical not tactiecal,
and his Treatment of war recalls my own nappy davs readinz G.A.
Henty. Thers are scattered footnote references to bocks on the
hisztory of armaments but no svidence that Parkinson reslly resd
them, for hs Uells us such untruths as that The crowybow could be
"shot wlth accuracy from a horsseridden at a gallop” {(zal. 59) or
that ¥the real cavalryman" was invénted by Macedonia bafore
Alexander the Great's time (gallsy 21; real cavalry could, in
fact, come Iinto actlon only with the invontlon of stlrrups many

centuries after Alexander).

Mucn of the amorphous character of this volume arises from
fallure to define its terma, The flrst five words of the Intro-
duction read, "This bock dsals with clvilizatlions,” bubl there is
a firm refusal to demarik any clilvilizations or culturs areas. Instead,
1t scon appears that the author is thin off Asia and Iurope as

geographlc areas (wnich bhe mlstakenly divides at the Ural Mountalns



and the Casplan Sea%instead of at the Pripst Marghs, which fpom

the only meaningful boundary.) This two-part divislon lsads to
Breat confusion,becauss the situation can hardly bs understood in
terms any simpler than a four-factor melange (Westarn, Asilatic,

. northern steppe grasslands, and Semitie). Cultﬁrally the optimistic
and balanced smpiricigm of the Wesﬁ and the resigned Heraclitean flux
of Asia have bsan separated by the rationalistic, dualistic, and
’often oxiremist; outloolks of the Indo-Europeans and ths Semites.

The former of thess buffers left its imprint most strongly on Iran
(Zorcaster and Mani) and on Grasce (flato), carried on through
Byzantium and Russia. It is g fTundamental fact in any histery of
the contacts of Asis and ths West that s» many of thess contacis
wera filtersad through the two buffers of the Indo-Buropean and the

Semite culitural heritages,

Even on the simpls level of contact hetwesn two gsographic
-} o) K
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araas, Parkinson's abttempt to show the interaction o urova and
Asia 13 almost a tobal failure. This results from his nesglect of
the most obvédus interchanges and of the whole of the early (and
mosf significant) perlod and from his fallure to establish a
chronolcogical outlinse based on ths factors which impselled such
interchanges.

These factors have rosted on the intsractlon of climabas
changes and technolozy, with ths former dominating ths situation in

the nmore remote past (by influencing the ability of ths grasslands

of Central Asia and Arabla to support herds of grazing animals and
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tha human populations which used thsss herds as food) and the

latter dominating th
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longt y perisd (530 B;C.-l?JO) of transitlion in vetwsen. Lacking
any conception of this interplay of forces, Parkinsonhas no real
canception of why thess interactlons occurred énd falls back on
éuiua unconvineing explanations based on perscnal reactions and
B.4

personal revange. The Persian invasion of Grsece In h?thS
explained as a rsacticn te the Creek capture of Troy in 1184 E ‘ba‘
(galley 2 and 8),

Zven in Parkinson's day under the great Qusen Vietoria

every school boy knsw Ex Crients ¥Tuzx. Eurcpe's pecples and

languages cams from the east as did the vsry basic aut“ibutes of

Buropean 1life: 1its food (whesat, beef, lamb, swine, fowls), its

toaxtiles (ﬁ@&i, linen, coftton, silk}, 1ts systems cf meszaures

(12 oggzs in a dozen, 12 inches in a foot, 12 hours in ths day and

in ths night, 60 minutes in ths hcur), its basic technology {(writing,

the wheel, paper, printing type, gihn powder, the plow, the number

system, and those thepe major targeis of Parkinson's antipathy,

govsrnmanﬁal bureaucracy, taxatlon, and state rewulathon el economic

life}. Even today, a London sconomic consultant wears trousers

and a jacket slashsd 1“n the rear so that the sides will hang straight

as he sits on his horse, attire derived from a Turkie cultural

predecessor in the central Asian grasslands of two millennia azo.
This volume contalns scores, possibly hundreds of gross

factual errors. If these wesre btased only on the ilgnorance and

prajudices of 1880, we might pass over them in silence, but when



they Jjoin the current campalgn to corrupt our youth wit
of John Birecn they should be pointed out. Parkinson tells us
(salley 67) that the decline of Asia after A.D. 1000 was fundamen=-
tally dus to blologlcal descadence but the "immediate calise wasj,
of coursa,.axcassive tazation." We are solemnly informed {gallsy
102) that Marxiam, like Marx himself, is"a religion derived ultinm-
atsly from Judaism". Or again (galley 74), of British "administra-
tive talent...the bDest always weni overseas, leaving only the dwegs
in Waitehall."  As long ago as the time of Alexander the Greal,
Greek ascendency in Asia meant that "democracy had to go" {(galley
21). And of courss, the fall of Rome in the West was due to
"overtaxation® (galley L7).

Thess numerous outbursts of personal prsjudiceagg'buried in
é great masses of simple factual errors. Parkinson's ¥Xnowledge of
geograpny, deapite nis persoﬁal travels, is woefully defiéiente
Roman militaery conbtrol of the Balkans in the 3rd century, he says
(gallsy h7) required "the reconquest of Dacia and Hesopotamia®, a
statsment w&ich is not only nonssuase, but implies that Rome nad
previously held Mesopotamia. Or again (galley 51)9hs tells us that
the Aprabs, aboub 800, controlled the whole trade route bsjwssn Canton
and Cordova=-#from end to end.”

Among numerous factual errors are statements: 1. that th
Hittites taught Babylom to train horses (gal. 1; 1t was ths Mittani);
2. that the people east of ths Halys River in Asia ¥inor were "3Ff

Semitic character" (gal. s; they were largely Hurrian); 3. that the



Hittites first coined money (gal, 6; it was the Lydians almost

830 years later); L. that 21l "Phoenicisn” literature was lost
Carthage

in ths destruction of EUYZEZA by Bome (gal. 13); T. that no Gresk

would discerd his posssssions to become a baggar {zal. 17; there

was a whele school of suehn Greeks,ths Cynies); 6. that the militar-

ization of Spartan life was not based on "necsssity™ but on "self-

respect® (gél. 173 it was based on the nsed to keep down ten times

a3 numerous Helots); 7. that "the Cresks ceased to he discoverars

X

wijen they bscome teachsrs™ under Alexander {(gal. 22; this ignores

the amazing achisvements of Hellenistiec science, such as Hipoarchus
or Archimsdes); 8., that the middle classes were "a Greslt invention”
osniciuns wers move mid dls class than the Cresks
and much sarlier); 9. that RBome obtainesd its originsl cuaiure from
the Greeks (gal, 30; 3t was from the Etruacana)}lﬂ. that the CGresks
nad a bellsf in Prograss (gal. 39?30n the contrary, She Grasks
believed in retrogression £ rom a rsmote "Goldex age"};i%that the
"nastoral type of ecoromy" was sarlier than the rise of agriculturs
{gal. 1; it was several thousand ysars lster); 12. that Indo=-
Europsan invaders about 1609 made Babylon(%he center of ths Hittite
Empirew(gal; 2; Bebylong was never a Hittlte eity). 13. that
Alexander's Empire brought four "of the five known civilizations...
in g single monarch?ﬁfgal. 27; 1t éid not include elther Indla or
Chins); 1. that Romsn ships reachied India (gal. 37); 15. that the
Russian cholice of Byzantine Christianlty ngssumably over the Latin

typs?brought Rugsia "into ths western rather than the Ezstern Canp®

(gal. 48); 15,that "Gothic architecturs is plainly Islamic” (gal. 58

)



156, that the Tnited States“began to look on ths Chiness and the
Japanese as possible customers and convertgnaecause of the comaPtH)n
of the trans-continsntal ZARIZWEX rallway in 1569 (zal. ?3);(%merican
merchant ships were trading extenslvely with both pesoplss before
the Civil War); and 17. that "discoverles in navigation did not
precede but followed the greabt voyages of Alscovery" {gal. 81; in
fact, the compass, rudder, salls, hull construction, and methods
of dstermining latituds wers all in use before the great nau¥agations.)
Fortunately Parkinson doss not launch this myriad of errors
on the reader withoub falr warning, for In the Prsface we may read,
"Glven a more sultable dist, as recommended by ths fcood reformers
{(plain food, uncooked, and Spartan) I might-perhaps havs had the
energy to ransack libraries....Instead I havé relisd upon the

it

resudts of desultory readinzes.. Surely an honest statement, bus

without scholarship, the velume certainly nesds more jJokesl



