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This solendid book provides an informed, judlicious,
and well=written account of thse history of the most signifi-

cant area on the globe in ths half million years
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1209 B.C.;Ef ends whan ths Habfews)led by'Joshua,began the
congusst of Palestines Several hundrsd reproductions of the
archasolozical svidencs assist the clesar and straizhtforward
narration. The arsa is of critical signifizance for human
nistory even in thié vperiod, long befors ths events of the
New and much of the 013 Testaments. The sole land passage
from Africa to Asia, closs to ths placsg whars msn of modern
pay3ical type originated or where grain-growing agriculturs

bagan, 1t 1s the site of the first walled city in numan

history and of the alphabstic form of wrliting which mads 1%

svidence for thess evants is prassntad in this book in a WAY
wnlch could hardly be imorovade.

The weakness of tha book is one which ssems to be inevi-
table whan archasologists (even one as broadly read as Anatl)
write prehilstory: non-archasolozical svidancse, such as that
from botény or scology is relativaly negleﬁtea..For example,

‘Anatil sccepts ths presence of flint sicikles as evidence that



masolithic peoples cubt wild wneat for 1%3 graline. Ils 4dgss ne?
realize that all wild grain crops droo thelr sesds when rine
and coculd not possibly bs harvested with sicilss but must bs

harvested by hand-ovulling. Like Xathlsen Kenyon, hse regards
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Jericho as a possible site for "ineipient agriculturs®, and

izgnores ths fact that the sarlisst cultivated wheat in the

NYewr Bast grew only between 2000 and 1300 fest above sea lavsl

and could not have besn cultivated at Jericho, which is S50

feet balow sea lavsl, Or agaln, Anstl implies that swine

mizht have been first domesticated in the Levant, an Ilmpossibls

assumption since the pig is of hum*ﬁ forest origin and uni=-
vorsally dstested by Semite psoples. Oz again, 1like most
arer aaolo 2ists, Anatlygis puzzled by the abaundonment cof the
Jaricho oasis for long periods and does not reallze that all
fields cultivated by irrigation from wells eventually bacoms
too salins {or crops and must bs abandoned until tha salts
878 waéhad out dy years or centuries of rainfall, ¥%Weaknsssss
Suca as this 1s bound to occur in all prehistory archasolegy
untll 1t is genarally rscognlzed that archaeology 1s only
one of the sources of prehistory. Until %haﬁ Anati's book
may stand as a modsl of the narrowe? approach and the best

avallable book on this siznificant subjsct.

Carrcll Quigley
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