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TIDES OF HISTCRY. Volume I: From the Beglonings %o

Islan. By Jacques Pirenns, with 35 maps by Plarre Piranns

and F. G. Morton. Translated from Les Grands Courants ds

1'Histoire Universells (revissd 1959). E. P. Dutten. 580 ppe.
$8.55. ‘

This 1s the flrat of seven volumes in wnich Jacguss Plronns,
Professor of Egyptology at the University of Brussels, has tried
to covar ﬁniversal history. The author, son of the grest Belgian
his%crian, Hsnri Pirenne, does not equal hils fatner elther in

skill of exposltion or in mastsry of his materials, O courss,
the latter coulﬂ cardly be expected, for no single indlvidual -
can writs a universal history -=-not today, wnen such detallesd
. knowlsdge haa been accunulated on gvery speclal arsa, topic, and
pzriods Professor Pirsnne has mebt thls problem by ignoring
substantial portions of all three of thega dlvisions and by ale

lowing his special knowlsdba and private interests, r athasyr than
any 1nurinsfc ma”iu, to determins nis space allotments.

In tnis_volume the quality improves falrly consistently as
it moves Forward in tim;;'so that the prehistorle period (before
3000 B.C.) is totall v 1lnadsguats, tﬁe Bronze Age (roughly 3030~
1000 B.C.) nas many deficlencles, while the Iron Age (after 1030

B.C.) has obssrvable meritse. Singe tha whole work is bassd on




“literary evidancs only and shows almost no familiarity with
archasologlcal evidencs, 1t 1is ﬁot surprising that tne impor-
tant advances in buman history before written evidencs (2bout
3003 B.C.)} ars 1gnored., Ths same inadequacj seriously distérts
tte Bronze Ags, a parlod where archasological and other»matérial
evidenca s at lsast as'sivnificant as the litsrary rsmains,-
is a consequence, thls book has nothing to say on such impor=-
tant evénts as the orlgins of agriculbure, the movements of
peoplss and languagss in the prehistorio period, the advent of
the plow,.the whesl, number systems, or £na salling ship. Even
strangsar, in visew of Plrenna'ts sxciusive rellancs on writtan
svidenta, is that thers is almost nothing here on ths Sumsrian
invention of writing about 3200 B.Ce or ths Ca i 2 invention
of the alphabst about 160D B.,C. It would seesm from this book
and from Pipenné% othar writings that he is a rather narrow
speclalist ian Egyptian public and private law as ravealed by
papyrologicaiﬂevidanéé, who haz, late in 1life, sudéenly decidsd
to write broad multivolume workg for which hs i3 not equippsde.
Thnis 1s shown vafy clé%rly in the comparison betwsan his

. 8pscilalist work, HiSbOirB dea Institutionz et du Droit Prive de

1'Ancisnne Ezypie (3 vol., Brussels, 1932-;939)J and tns recently

‘published {1961) first volume of nis projacted thres volume

Histolrs de la Civilisation de 1'IigypipAncienns. This last book



dealing with tha pariocd vafors 2232 B,Csy has had ths miafortuns

to appsar aoout ths sams tims as Sir Alan Gardirnert!s Ezppt of ths

Prarocabs and W. B. Bmery's Avshaise Ezypt. Sir Alan's unrivalsd

krowledzs of the #Monumsntal writiten evidenca and Professor Emery's

unigus familiarity with the grehasological evidence of ths early

Egzyptian dyﬁast*es turn a glaring light on thes inadsquacy of
Piranne’s effort to write an account of & whols civilization I rom
his ¥nowledze of one kind of written sources.

Plrenne's inadgquasy in the presenf work 23 less obvious
for’ tha Deriod after 800 B.C., and, in thls section, the rsal
merlt of this volume appears. This lles, as it should in &
univarsal history, in delineatlon of thna inuerrelatlonahips ba-
tween cultures. The exposlition of tpe period down: to 31 B.C.
shows the inter-linking, so frequ§ntly ignored, bstwasn sventsa
in ths westearn Medlterransan and thoss in fha Joar East, o» Asia.
This volgme has a ¢srtain measure of névelty from the fect that
it trises tofmake‘Egypt tha foﬁal'point of the sveats of this
last pra=Christian milisnnium. It is prodably salutary for us
to push Solon and Pericles to the sids of the historlcal stage
occaslonally, slthough I am not convineed by Plremne's arguzent
that Gresk sclenca or the zdministrative reforms (such as Solon's)

which led toward GreseY¥ dsmocracy wara of Egyptian insplration

(pp.1y7-155).



Thls sams merit appsars in the last hall of thas volums in
Lts indicatién of ths relations betwean the Mediterranssn and
India or tne FPar East. Plrenne throughout conoentrataé his attention
on scononic and §olit1ca1 history and sspseilally on commercial and
lagai (including class) relationships. There is nothing on nilitary
orgaﬂization and 1ittla on intsllectual or roaliglious higtbryg Thé
wiole work is suffused w?th the ideology of ninstesnth century
democratic liberalism'aﬁa mosp events ars Jjudged Prom this rather
old féshioned standard. No effort 1a made to get into tha minds
or emotlions of the peopie of the past, and even the earliaét of

thass ars presented as motlvated by ths values of John Stuart Mill,

A comparisen of Pirennatls anclent Egyptlan outlook with that des-

cribed by John %Wilson in Henrd Frankfort’s Before Philosophy (Benguin
Hooks) will show the inadeguacy of the former.

| The most vgluabls part of this book is ths maps, eithough these
have not hsen revissed along with the text (compare the dates of
Sargon on p. Sl'with that four centuriss earlisr on p. 53). Ths
text itsslf céntains scores of factual errors (there ars seven

major ones on two facing pages, 66-67, alons), only a slight

reduction from the greats» nmumbsr in the original French editicn.

Carroll Quiglsy



