Carroll Qul:
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AND TEES CAﬁE_HAﬁ 1s unpretentious angd cgmplaﬁaly fascinating. It
traces thatgtory of geolcgical and blological evolution from ths crigin
of ouruegpﬁh;over;four billlion years ago to the dawﬁ of the first
_c;viliZatiogé'aﬁout_tan thousand years ago. At that point social evolubt-
ign.bacams'more impéfta@t than biological ehanga.in the dsvelopment of
man. This booxk caﬁtaina the minimum that any well-informsd rsader might
wiah to know ébout historical geology, paleontology. and humaﬁlevalutian.
It 1s presented clearly , with 32 plates, 73 diagrams, and maps in ths
~textv, and i ehronologlcal tables to hslp the story along. Although ths
book is translated from a German version published in 195%¢, it has bsen
bprough?t uo tc date by Dr. D.H.Dalby and gives tha state of our know-
ladge in this rapidly changing ﬂﬂbjééf s of early 1953, The resul: is

X

a model of popular sclencs exposition,

THE FPIVE AGES OF MAN I3s Gerald Heard's forty-soventh book. It is at &z
ths opposits pole from Bastiant's volums and has all the wsaknesasas ws havs
come to assoclate wiltn works subsidized by ths Bolllinger Foundabtion.

Those faults include pretentiousness, widzs and quitse indiscriminate usse
of sourges, a rssolute determination to force the factas into some pre-
concasived psychoanalytic pattern, and a flood of newly-inventsad words
(often undefined) to season the unpalatabls mixture.

In the present case the mixture is worse than usual,for Mr, dsard
can neither thiﬁ% nor write clearly and knows little history. instead,
untestad theoriss grs prasanted ss nlstoricsal facts. His theme 13 senslible
enough and ls based on the well-known fact that the human embryo In its

davalopment recapitulates the biological evolution of the numsa dody.



Parailal to this, according to, M. Heard, the psychological dsvelopmant

of the individual, from infancy, through adolsscence, bo maturity, ro-

£lects tha-Stégas of past human history. Each of the five stagss, both

 in indivi&ual.aﬁd_iﬁ nistory, has its pecullar problams, atitlituadss, and

psychasia. 'In_itsslf, thizs hypothesis may have soms merii, but it raust

‘be testad iﬁ ths 11 ght of the real stages of both. Instesad, this book

”%orcibly 1mpdse$_itslfiva-3tages on both, in%pita of tie fact that both

_ﬁdat obﬁiously“do nct raflect the stagas és Mr Hoard formuiatss tﬁam. =
Tho wzakness of the corrsl atlon can be seen in the third stage, that

of “tﬁa ascstic, salf~ac¢using“man", accoréing to Mr. Heard. This is

gugpoaa&‘to be precedad by the stage of "the herolc, self-gsserilve man®

and to bé'fellgyed.by that of"the humanic, sslf-sufficlilent man'. We ars

aiked To baliéve theat the ascetlc stage is Sound in histafy in our.

Middle Ages and in the irdividualls life in his adolescsnce {as des=-

cribed in Gesell's YCOUTH: THE YEARS FROM TEN TO SIXTBEN). lHaving bsen

discourégﬁﬁ'by GCeselll's earlier valumes up to the age of ten, I have not

read this one on the leter pericd; I can only say that 1if Gesail found

taal our adolescents ares ascetic, he nad bestter look again. As for Hf;

Hsard, ne is both carﬂless and ignorant. One sxample will show this. He

belleves that ths movemsnt toward medieval ascetlcism began in ths sizxth

century B.C., wnich hs 1danﬁifies as the pericd of Confuscious, Buddhg, and

'Pythagoras, but hs confesses that "It is difficult to trace the actual

riss of asceticism and its intensification into mortification" (pp.l3-ll),

If Mr, Heard takes another lock at that sixth century, he will find that

historiéﬁé have already identifled the double source of Maedleval asceticism

in (aQ the GCSﬂi d alism of Zorosater, whick coadsmned all materisal

ob jects as sinful and (b} the Hebrew acceptance of the desert prophets on

their return fpom the Babylonian Capblvity. Both of thsss ares sixth century,

If ¥r. Heard makes any study of thess btwo,hs wlll find toat thelr ascetlicism

has nothing similar to the attitudes or bshavior of adolascenis in our.sociaty

and 1s evsen morse remobte from those of teen-agars in othar culiurese



