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What the West Has Learned

Asicin the Making of Enrope: ¥Vol-
nme I, The Century of Discovery.
by Donald F. Lach (Unicersity of
Chicazo Press, Books 1 aned 2. 968
pp. set. S20), is e fust sixth of o
major historical work that is con-
cerned with the impact of the East
upon the West as reflected in the
latters “published information.” Car-
roll. Quigley, professor of history at
Georgetown University, is the author
of “Tragedy and Hope: The World in
Our Time.” a tweo-volume history of
the tieentieth century to be released
this year.

v iy CARROLL OUIGLLEY

HESE two books form volume T of

what promises to be a major work
ol historical scholarship. If it continues
on the same scale for the three centuries
with which the study as a whole is con-
cerned (1500-1800) . it will reach six
volumes 1 twelve tomes totaling more
than 5,000 pages. Snch an opus must be
intended for reference rather than to be
read, an impression which is confirmed
by its many pages of minutiae about the
contents, translations, and various edi-
tions of travelers” tales.

As they stand, these two books fall
into eight chapters, one on antiquity
and the Middle Ages, a second on the
Renaissance to 1500, three on “New
Charmels of Information™ (identified s
the spice trade, the printed word, and
the Christian mission), and four wrea
surveys { India, Sontheast Asia, Japan,
and China).

The evaluation of a work of this size.
when we have only one-sixth of iL, is naot
easy, bul certain impressions emerae
On the merit side, there are four:

The study obviously incorporates a
vast amount of learning.

Secondly, Lach’s judgment on most
controversial points is sound, or at least
conservative, and he does not hesitate 1o
withhold a decision where the evidenc:
is inconclusive,

Thivdly, there is. an the whole, exce!
lent chronological coordination amony
diverse areas, inclnding such Ireguenth
overlooked benclinarks as the general
economic depression of the fourteenth
century in Europe and the influence ol
the “Mongol peace” of Eastern Asia
upon contemporary Europe.
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Fourthly, the work establishes  the
state of onr knowledee and the sources
on which it is based. so that it provides,
as o whole, o historiographical index to
this, with frequent indications as to the
directions i which  fubure  rvesea.ch
should o,

The weaknesses of this work are less
obvions, but mav he fundamental. In
general, thev seent to lie in two direc-
tions: (1) a general pattern of organiza-
tion whicl does not follow the nature of
the subject hut is quite arbitrary, and
(2) a basicallv pro-literary bias, which
seems to blind the author to much of the
significant nonliterary evidence,

Lach’s organization deals with each of
the three centuries from 1500 to 1800
in two volumes, of which one will he
concerned with the channels of com-
munication and the second will be con-
cerned with “the impact of Asia upon
the West.” This is ane artificial and un-
helpful distinction, especially in  the
terms in which Lach conceives “channels
of information.” Ihs three “chunnels”
(spice trade, books, and Christian mis-
sions) are not channels at all, and two
of them cannot be separated. It ix quite
clear that the printed word (which dis-
seminated information in Burope) is not
parallel to the other two (which :c-
quired information in Asia). Moreovcer,
it is evident from Lach’s well-informed
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discussion of the Portuguese  Padroado
( Chupter V) that, [or the Portuguese .t
least, religion was inseparable fron
trade and that Luach’s rather rigid sepa-
ration of the two distorts both,

The real channels of Asia’s influence
toward Burope were the trans-Asiatic
trade route {the so-called “silk road ™
from East Asia to the Black Sea and
Syria and the maritime trade on 1D
Indian Ocean and the Red Seu. Lach
discusses neither of these. 1t can be in-
lerved, from incidental renurks such
the references to “the Mongol peace”
that Lach has some idea of the history
of the Land routes, but it is equally ¢l
both from his text and his bibliograph: |
that he has no real grasp of the history
ol the maritime routes between Europe
and Asia. Anyone concerned with this
subject must recognize that trade in
the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, and th
[ndian Ocean had been golng on {‘u
Semitic, Persian, and Indian hands) lo-
thousands of vears prior to A.ID. 1500,
vohen the Portuguese and  the Turks
simultaneously introded into this ancien!
trade svstem, the one from the south
and the other rom the north. Tach does
not seem to see this.

The reason he fails to do <o is becanse
he is far too exclusively concerned witl
literary sources and with literary intor-
mation. e savs expressh that he is
concerned only with “published inforna-
tion.” This view easilv leads to neglect
of the real inHuences of Asia on Europe,
since these arose from artifacts and
technology, often received without am
Furopean awareness of their origin {as
FEuropean men over recent centuries
came to wear tronsers without knowl-
edge of their Asiatic steppe origin)

In his introduction Lach makes the
astonishing agsertion that “knowledge of
Asia before 1500 ellected no fundamen-
tal alterations in INurepe’s own artistic,
technological, or religious premises.” In
view of the fact that Europe’s technnl-
ogy and religious premises until 1500
were alimost entively  Asiatic in origin,
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this statement indicates a very serious
deficiency based on the author’s almost
exclusively literary bias.

While we cannot judge the extent of
this deficiency until we get volume ITI.
the first chapter of the present volume
dealing with “Antiquity and the Middle
Ages” indicates that this weakness could
be very serious. In good, old mid-Vic-
torian fashion, Lach starts with a ref-
erence to Homer and, on the same first
page, begins his subject about 600 B.C.
This omits the whole Asiatic founda-
tion of European culture including food
(fowl, swine, cattle, grain), technology
(the plow, arch, wheel, weapons, etc.’,
and basic culture (writing, alphabet,
units of measurement. basic religious
and cognitive attitudes) from the archaic
period (before 600 B.C.). But even more
serious is the fact that Lach’s discussion
of the medieval period also omits the
same kind of Asiatic influences (such as
Europe’s basic religious outlook, includ-
ing the heresies. and much technological
innovation which, over the last thousand
vears, has embraced such items as horse-
shoes, stirrups. effective harnessing of
horses so they could be used for heavy
work, windmills, the compass and rud-
der, fore-and-aft sails, an efficient num-
ber system, gunpowder, printing and
paper, steel-making, a variety of crops of
vital significance to Western agriculture,
among them those two indispensable le-
gumes, alfalfa and soybeans, many food
products, and much else). Lach ignores
most of this because he is not concerned,
as he says, with the “impact” of Asia on
Europe but is really concerned only with
Europe’s awareness of Asia (that is why
he wants to restrict his attention to pub-
lished information ), and he is concerned
with “awareness” because his attention
is still anchored in the area where it
began, the use of Asia by men like
Montesquieu, Leibnitz, or Voltaire as a
weapon to criticize European culture
during the Enlightenment.

—Bertmann Archive.

Stendhal—*"a repressed sentimentality.”
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